Internet Search Tool Comparison
     I chose to do a comparison of the Internet search tools: www.dogpile.com, http://about.com/, www.webmd.com, www.vlib.org, www.invisibleweb.com, and my personal favorite, www.researchville.com.  I used the same criteria for each site as I evaluated them. I typed in the suggested example in the assignment instructions: Health>Diabetes>Juvenile Diabetes. Since I have a diabetic child, this is a subject where I can easily interpret the given results, which did vary depending on the search engine I chose.

     www.dogpile.com is a meta-search engine, so it searches a variety of database engines to get its results.  It returned 51 results, which were categorized into 9 separate subjects including research, kids, insulin, diabetes information, adult, natural, nutrition, resources, and health diseases. I liked this categorization, as it narrowed down the subject matter for me. It had a mixture of informational and commercial sites in the results.

     http://about.com/ returned 119 results on the ‘about’ network and 29,383 results from the Web. When you clicked on the ‘about’ network links, a separate pop-up window appeared in the background listing their sponsor links. This was somewhat annoying. Although the ‘about’ network had some useful information, their pages were loaded with links to advertisers for diabetes related products. The Web results were a mix of informational and commercial sites just like the meta-search.

     www.webmd.com returned 88 results and each link had some information with it that told you whether it was a webmd resource page, a sponsor page, or a news archive information page. Advertisements appeared to the left and/or right of the main web page, and a listing of diabetes related information with links to commercial web sites was in the main body. This data was very informational and I felt that it was reliable because of the sources that authored these sites. 

     www.vlib.org/, the Virtual Library site was different to use. I went to the keyword search and typed in my criteria and there were no results found so I used the links and started with Science, then Medicine and Health, then Epidemiology, which brought up a Diabetes link. When I clicked on that I got 3 results, two of them were pages not found within good websites (link-rot?). One was the CDC website and the other was the Diabetes.org website. So you could get to good sites, the links were to bad pages within those sites. 

     www.invisibleweb.com redirected you to a website called Profusion.com which brought up 2 search partner commercial results and 41 search engine results. This meta-search went through MSN, AOL, Lycos, Teoma (AskJeeves), AllTheWeb, and Overture to bring up the top results from these search databases. It even listed the amount of time it took to get the results, which was 32 seconds. This site highlights the keywords (you can turn this feature on or off) that you used in your search. I think I will use this one more often. Just like ‘dogpile’ and ‘about’, you retrieved a mix of commercial and informational site results. 

     The last site I reviewed was my current favorite, www.researchville.com which has some cool features including storing your favorite searches for you. When I entered my criteria, I got 74 top results of 656,376 sites found. This site searches AllTheWeb, AltaVista, Teoma (AskJeeves), Google, MSN, Lycos, and Yahoo. If you don’t like that you can pick search engines of your choice from a list. It also contained a drop-down listing of search channels including the Web search engines and directories, news archives, and discussion groups, to name a few. The results were not much different than the other searches that I did, I just liked the feel of the site. I also liked that it is new, it was created in August 2003 by the same people that created encyclopedia.com and eLibrary so it gave me a sense of credibility along with the feel that I was using something a little more cutting-edge.

     Although these sites all have a different look and feel to them, they basically do the same thing except for www.vlib.org/. The Virtual Library is limited to what it gives you but the standards are much higher as credible material goes, so it’s great results in a low-tech environment. Some of the common results include www.jdf.com, the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation’s website, the self-explanatory www.childrenwithdiabetes.com, and www.jdrf.com, which is the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation website. There was a common website called www.castleweb.com, which is a site that provides Internet web services. I didn’t understand why that one appeared every time I searched so I looked at the HTML to find that in its source code, it references children with diabetes, so the bots must have picked that up. All the sites gave me fast results; none seemed any better than the others. When comparing the result listings, I do believe that the 40% rule for unique responses applies. And after reviewing the many types of searches, I don’t prefer a meta-search to a search engine or search database, I think my preference has more to do with the experience that I have. As long as I get solid results and the less they annoy me with distractions like blinking ads and pop-ups, the more likely I will be to use them again. 

