Summary Paragraph

“A Summary of Gender Gap in Cyberspace by Deborah Tannen”
Women think differently about computers than men do, adding to the gender gap, as we know it. Video games that accompany most computers are something that tends to interest men more than women. A woman will throw away the games but a man will become obsessed and spend too much time trying to conquer and win. On the other hand, e-mail is one of the things that helped close the communication gap between men and women. The computer takes away face-to-face discussions making subjects that men normally wouldn’t talk about safer.  The anonymity of the computer removes feelings of vulnerability allowing men to speak more freely and share thoughts they usually wouldn’t.  However, the gap widens when it comes to how the computer works. Women want just that, for the computer to work and if it doesn’t they don’t want anything to do with it but men want to master the computer by doing what it takes to make sure it is working and to do what is necessary to be the expert over the computer.  When a woman’s computer stops working, she will call a male friend to look at it without trying to fix it herself and most men will respond to the challenge even if they don’t know how. 

“Analysis of Gender Gap in Cyberspace by Deborah Tannen”

In the beginning and at the end of this story the author states that she is a pioneer but not an expert at computers. I assume that this leading and ending remark has to do with the differences between the sexes and how they handle computers. I disagree with her if she is implying that to be a pioneer you must usually become an expert. The story moves from computer video games to e-mail to technical expertise in a somewhat organized fashion. She does jump from talking about e-mail to working on (tinkering) computers then goes back to e-mail only to address the subject of working on computers in greater detail in the next paragraph so I think she could have transitioned the subjects a little better. Her tone suggests that women are different than men when it comes to computers and that men’s natural aggression will make them stick with fixing a computer where women’s tendency to submit to the computer will make them walk away from it.  I think she is assuming that women think like she does about the differences between men and women. I also think that the author is writing for a female audience who can relate to what she is saying because of her own experience.

